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Et oversettelsesvalg henger alltid tett sammen med vurderinger knyttet til det konkrete 
oversettelsesoppdraget (translation brief). Derfor følger her beskrivelsen av et tenkt oppdrag 
for oversettelsen av nedenstående tekst, tatt fra 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/feb/24/drastic-cooling-north-atlantic-
beyond-worst-fears-scientists-warn. Teksten skal brukes på en norsk nettside om forskjellige 
sider ved klimaproblematikken. 
 
 

Drastic cooling in North Atlantic beyond 
worst fears, scientists warn  
… 

For thousands of years, parts of northwest Europe have enjoyed a climate about 5C warmer 
than many other regions on the same latitude. But new scientific analysis suggests that that 
could change much sooner and much faster than thought possible. 

Climatologists who have looked again at the possibility of major climate change in and 
around the Atlantic Ocean, a persistent puzzle to researchers, now say there is an almost 50% 
chance that a key area of the North Atlantic could cool suddenly and rapidly, within the space 
of a decade, before the end of this century. 

… 

Current climate models foresee a slowing of the meridional overturning circulation (MOC), 
sometimes known also as the thermohaline circulation, which is the phenomenon behind the 
more familiar Gulf Stream that carries warmth from Florida to European shores. If it did slow, 
that could lead to a dramatic, unprecedented disruption of the climate system. 

… 

The Labrador Sea is host to a convection system ultimately feeding into the ocean-wide 
MOC. The temperatures of its surface waters plummet in the winter, increasing their density 
and causing them to sink. This displaces deep waters, which bring their heat with them as they 
rise to the surface, preventing the formation of ice caps. 

The algorithm developed by the Anglo-French researchers was able to detect quick sea 
surface temperature variations. With it they found that seven of the 40 climate models they 
were studying predicted a total shutdown of convection, leading to abrupt cooling of the 
Labrador Sea by 2C to 3C over less than 10 years. This in turn would drastically lower North 
Atlantic coastal temperatures. 

But because only a handful of the models supported this projection, the researchers focused 
on the critical parameter triggering winter convection: ocean stratification. Five of the models 
that included stratification predicted a rapid drop in North Atlantic temperatures.  



… 

If the predictions are borne out and the North Atlantic waters do cool rapidly over the coming 
years, the team says, with considerable understatement, climate change adaptation policies for 
regions bordering the North Atlantic will have to take account of this phenomenon. 

 


